
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK…   
 

 Solemnity of the Ascension of our 
Risen Lord (May 18

th) marks 40 
days since the celebration of Jesus’ 
Resurrection.   During the days after 
Easter until the Feast of the Ascen-

sion, Jesus made what we call post-Resurrection appear-
ances.  He showed Himself in several different ways, 
sometimes in His Resurrected Body and other times as a 
gardener or a wayfarer.   All of this was done to help the 
Apostles and Disciples come to realize that even though 
they witnessed his horrible death, He had been raised 
from the dead and truly lives! They were filled with the 
theological virtue of Faith- indicating that with God all 
things are possible! The Solemnity of the Ascension is 
commonly referred to as the Miracle of Hope.   The Ho-
ly Spirit would infuse their very souls, taking away their 
fear and transforming them into stronger, holier, and 
more peaceful people; sending them forth to preach the 
Gospel of Christ with fidelity and constancy. We all 
may be going through our own difficulties and compli-
cated times; but Easter and the Feast of the Ascension 
remind us that the Lord hasn’t abandoned us.  He is 
promising us that with the Sacramental Life of the Cath-
olic Church, we will rise from this trial stronger – a 
Catholic filled with the Theological Virtues of Faith, 
Hope and Love. During this very sacred and grace-filled 
time, the Lord is asking us to place all of our Hope in 
His Promise – that He will send the Holy Spirit to be our 
consoler and healer, opening our hearts to become the 
very presence of the Risen Lord, showing everyone in 
our lives that with God all things are possible! 
 

With Love and Prayers….    Fr. J.T. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

A word of Congratulations to… 

Daniel DiBartolomeo 

Abigail DiBartolomeo 

Keenan Duso 

…as they make their First Holy Communion and to their 
families. Also, my heartfelt gratitude to Cheryl Hutchins 
who prepared them for this day. Thank you.  

 
 

Last  Weekend’s Collection   
 
 

Collections for  last  weekend & the next two 
weekends will be in the May 28th bulletin. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ELIZABETHTOWN THRIFT SHOP 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Once again we extend sincere thanks to the 
thrift shop for the generous donation—
$1,525.39, which represents 1/4 of their April 
proceeds.  We are blessed! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY 

On this day we celebrate with great joy the 
unconditional love of mothers for their chil-
dren and children’s love for their moth-
ers.  “Love always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.   Love nev-
er fails.” We acknowledge the tremendous 
impact mothers have on their children. It is 

said “if you educate a man, you educate one individual and 
if you educate a woman, you educate a family.”  Let us 
gratefully admit the fact that none of us is able to return to 
our mothers, in the same measure, all the sacrificial love 
that they have given us. That being said, Mother’s Day can 
be an incredibly isolating day for some women, but never 
should be in the church. Physical motherhood is great, but 
spiritual motherhood is for all. Let us remember the saying 
of Jesus in the gospel “Who is my mother and my broth-
ers?” Looking at those sitting in a circle around him, he 
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does 
the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” All 
women share the gift of Motherhood whether they have 
children or not. This weekend I will be remembering all 
the mothers in our parish Family (both physical and spir-
itual) during the Holy Eucharistic Celebration, whether 
they are alive or have gone to their eternal reward and of-
fer them on the sacred altar. On this mothers’ day as we 
honor and pray for our earthly mothers let us also be re-
minded of our heavenly Mother, Blessed Virgin Mary, the 
supreme model for all mothers and pray for her interces-
sion and motherly care for all of us. As we celebrate Moth-
ers’ Day this Sunday, I wish all mothers in our Parish fam-
ily a most Happy Mothers’ Day.   Fr. J.T.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
DAILY ROSARY 

Gavin Johnston will lead the pray-
ing of the rosary every day in the 

Month of May at 7:30am at St. Eliz-
abeth’s Church. Please consider  

joining him when you can. 
Thank you Gavin for taking on this 

ministry. 
 

Pray Your Rosary 
...because Mary asked us to... 

 

THE GIFTS & FRUITS OF  
THE HOLY SPIRIT 

Somehow, I have got this feeling that I 
should be writing and sharing some re-
flections on the gifts and fruits of the Ho-
ly Spirit especially the next few weeks 
leading to the Solemn feast of Pentecost 

on May 28th. So, tell me what are the gifts and fruits 
of the Holy Spirit and How many? Gotcha… You didn’t 
see that coming…right? Well… it’s time that we refresh 
our memory and to know more about the 7 gifts of the 
Holy Spirit in our growth to holiness.  Next…. 
Piety, the Sixth gift of the Holy Spir it, is the perfection 
of the virtue of religion. While we tend to think of reli-
gion today as the external elements of our faith, it really 
means the willingness to worship and to serve God. Piety 
takes that willingness beyond a sense of duty, so that we 
desire to worship God and to serve Him out of love, the 
way that we desire to honor our parents and do what they 
wish. 
The Perfection of Religion: 
Perhaps in none of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is this in-
stinctual response more obvious than in piety. While wis-
dom and knowledge perfect the theological virtue of 
faith, piety perfects religion, which, as Fr. John A. Har-
don, S.J., notes in his Modern Catholic Dictionary, is 
"The moral virtue by which a person is disposed to ren-
der to God the worship and service he deserves." Far 
from being a drudgery, worship should be an act of love, 
and piety is the instinctive affection for God that makes 
us desire to render worship to Him, just as we voluntarily 
honor our parents. 
Piety in Practice: 
Piety, Father Hardon notes, arises "not so much from a 
studied effort or acquired habit as from a supernatural 
communication conferred by the Holy Spirit." People 
sometimes say that "piety demands it," which usually 
means that they feel compelled to do something that they 
don't want to do. But true piety makes no such demands 
but instills in us a desire always to do that which is pleas-
ing to God (and, by extension, that which is pleasing to 
those who serve God in their own lives).  
                (to be continued...) 

 
SIXTH SUNDAY  

OF EASTER 
 

May 14, 2023 
 

  
 

 
Monday, May 15 

No Scheduled Mass 
Tuesday, May 16 
8:30am  (SE) - Jeanne Luppy Clark by Donna Sands 

Followed by the Holy Hour (Blessed Virgin Mary)  
Wednesday, May 17—Holy Day Anticipated Mass 
5:00pm (SPN) - Msgr Stephen J Wojciechowski 
      by the Estate 
Thursday, May 18—The Ascension of the Lord 
8:30am (SE) - Pro Populo 
5:00pm (SPJ) - Special Intention of Nancy Belzile 
Friday, May 19  
12:00pm (SPN) - Amady H & Mary Casavoy Montville 
                   Families by Nancy Montville 
Saturday, May 20 
4:30pm (SE) - Rosemary Bottomley by M/M Harold Bean  
Sunday,  May 21 
8:30am (SPN) - Pro Populo  
10:30am (SPJ) - Deceased Members of the Sayward Family 
   by Carolyn, Jane & Nick  
  
                                                                            (SE) = St. Elizabeth, Elizabethtown 

 (SPJ) = St. Philip of Jesus, Willsboro 
(SJ) = St. Joseph, Essex 

(SPN) = St. Philip Ner i, Westpor t 
 
 
 

Readings for the Week of May 15 

Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1-6, 9/Jn 15:26—16:4a   
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-3, 7-8/Jn 16:5-11  
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-14/Jn 16:12-15  
Thursday: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-9/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20  
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-7/Jn 16:20-23  
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-10/Jn 16:23b-28  
Next Sunday: Acts 1:12-4/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
 

June 4 — Peace 
(Rescheduled from April 23rd) 

St Philip of Jesus parish hall 
Immediately Follows 10:30am Mass 

 All are welcome 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Things to Ponder…..  
 

 

The more a child feels valued,  

the better the child’s values will be! 

  
  
 
  

 

 

From Bishop Terry R. LaValley…  
Dear Friends in Christ: 
 It is so fitting that our annual Catholic Charities Appeal takes place on Mother’s Day weekend.  A mother’s bound-
less love and care for her children is expressed in a lifetime of self-giving.  Every year at this time, we depend on such gen-
erous hearts as this local Church reaches out to care for the hurting through Catholic Charities. 

Led by Deacon Patrick Donahue and his staff, Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Ogdensburg continues to provide 
many programs and services to individuals and families in our North Country.  This outreach of advocacy and direct service 
brings a ray of hope to the many who feel overwhelmed, neglected and/or abandoned in our troubled world. 

For generations, our Catholic Charities ministries have been supported with prayer and financial assistance from this 
annual Appeal, enabling us, as disciples in mission, to live the Gospel mandate to love our neighbor. This year’s Appeal will 
take place in all our parishes on the weekend of May 13-14, 2023.  

Your generous contributions help us serve the needy through our food pantries, housing for the homeless, migrant 
outreach, parenting education, counseling and financial assistance, among other supportive efforts.   

Thank you for your giving heart & continuing the work of Christ on earth through Catholic Charities.  To all our 
moms-Happy Mother’s Day!    Gratefully yours in Christ, Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley, Bishop of Ogdensburg 


